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How Does Unemployment Risk Affect the Intention of Migrants
to Have a Second Child?

LI Jun, WANG Wei

(School of Public Economics and Administration, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Summary: Faced with the grim population situation, although the Chinese government has gradually relaxed birth
restrictions and introduced a series of policies and measures to encourage childbearing, the results are not satisfactory, and
the fertility intenion and rate of the reproductive age population continue to decline.The fertility rate of the migrants, once
considered the main force in fertility, has been declining in recent years. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the
changes in their fertility behavior and the influencing factors is particularly important. Why is the intention of migrants to
have children still low even though their income has increased through migration? According to existing research, fertility
decisions are not only influenced by current income levels but also by future income conditions and unemployment risks, for
raising children involves a considerable amount of time in the future. Although migrants may find jobs in cities, their
income uncertainty is higher and they are more sensitive to unemployment risks, which may be an important reason for their
low fertility intention and rate. Therefore, it is necessary to study the causal relationship between unemployment risk and
the intention of migrants to have children.

This paper first systematically analyzes the relationship between unemployment risk and the intention of migrants to
have a second child from a theoretical perspective. Then based on the data from the China Migrants Dynamic Survey 2014,
this paper employs the Probit model and instrumental variable method to empirically study the impact of unemployment risk
on the intention of migrants to have a second child, as well as the underlying mechanisms. The negative impact of
unemployment risk on the intention of female and young migrants to have a second child is more pronounced. The increase
in unemployment risk suppresses the intention of migrants to have a second child through the effects of perceived
uncertainty, expected income, and return migrants. In addition to reducing the intention to have a second child,
unemployment risk also significantly delays the timing of having a second child among the migrants. This paper not only
contributes to a deeper understanding of the causal relationship between employment uncertainty and fertility behavior but
also holds significant practical implications for promoting China’s long-term balanced demographic development.

Compared with previous literature, the potential marginal contributions of this article are mainly reflected in the
following aspects. On the one hand, the impact of unemployment risk on the intention of migrants to have a second child is
analyzed from the perspective of uncertainty, supplementing relevant literature on the fertility behavior of migrants. On the
other hand, it has been verified that the increase in unemployment risk suppresses the intention of migrants to have a
second child through perceived uncertainty effects, expected income effects, and return migration effects, thus revealing the
internal mechanism by which unemployment risk affects the fertility intention of migrants.

Key words: unemployment risk; the intention to have a second child; migrant population; unemployment insurance;

settlement intention
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