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New Quality Productive Forces:
New Driving Force and New Path for Chinese Modernization

ZHOU Wen" °, HE Yu-qing'

(1.Institute of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China;
2.Center for Sinicization of Marxist Economics, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Summary: In the 18th century, there were major inventions such as the steam engine, which led to the first Industrial
Revolution and the beginning of the modernization of human society. With the deepening of modernization theory,
economists have found that scientific and technological progress is an important factor in promoting economic growth from
the successful development experience of developed countries. Based on his observations of capitalist society, Marx also
expressed his thoughts on modernization. Material means of production is the final decisive force of social development, so
the change of the mode of production is the fundamental driving force of the change of social form. In addition, technology is
the key factor in the transformation of production mode. Although the modernization modes of countries in the world are
different, the continuous development of social productive forces is the common feature of modernization.

The continuous development of productive forces has been the fundamental driving force for promoting Chinese
modernization, and scientific and technological innovation has always been a key factor in enhancing social productivity.
With the emergence of a new round of scientific and technological revolution and industrial transformation, new quality
productive forces will replace traditional productive forces and become an important force in promoting Chinese
modernization. The new quality productive forces are the productive forces led by scientific and technological innovation to
achieve key and subversive technological breakthroughs. In theory, it is the development and innovation of Marxist
productivity theory, and in essence, it is another major leap in social productivity. Developing new productive forces is the
inherent requirement and important focus of promoting high-quality development, and therefore is the inevitable choice of
Chinese modernization.

Accelerating the formation and development of new quality productive forces is a new driving force and a new path for
Chinese modernization. At the macro level, we should adhere to the organic combination of the market and the government.
We must respect the laws of the market, so that enterprises can continue to unleash vitality and creativity, and rely on the
guidance of the government to promote the R&D of major basic and key technologies. At the medium level, strategic
emerging industries and industries of the future should be fostered to enhance new growth drivers. At the micro level, we
should adhere to the “two unswervinglys” and stimulate the vitality of various innovative subjects. State-owned enterprises
occupy key industries in the national economy and should play an exemplary role in leading innovation. Private enterprises
are an important force for scientific and technological innovation and change, and they should fully unleash the vitality of
innovation.

Key words: new quality productive forces; Chinese modernization; Western modernization; social productive forces;

innovation-driven

(REHRE: HRHESE

[DOI]10.19654/j.cnki.cjwtyj.2024.04.001
CoVAE = R SC AR I . B B4 ™ g« b AR B sl e SR s A2 [T ). W& ik, 2024 (4) : 3-15.

15



