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Summary: The report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China summarized Chinese modernization
with five characteristics: a huge population, common prosperity for all, material and cultural-ethical advancement, harmony
between humanity and nature, and peaceful development. From the paradox view, each aspect of Chinese modernization
represents a pair of paradoxical relations, and the paradoxes in these five aspects form a nested hierarchical system. This
leads to the necessity of combining the paradox view with system view to analyze the inherent logic of Chinese
modernization.

Based on the philosophical foundation of integrating the paradox view with system view, this paper emphasizes that
things are both paradoxes with unity of opposites and systems with multi-level structures. Each entity can be viewed as a
paradox within the system in a “one divided into two” manner, and as a system within a paradox in a “one divided into
many” manner. Therefore, every entity is both a system and an element, undergoing transformation between systems and
elements, thereby interacting and affecting each other. Focusing on a single paradox is insufficient to solve all problems; it
is necessary to maintain systemic thinking and study the holistic nature of the conditions for the transformation of paradoxes.

This paper focuses on the five practical features of Chinese modernization, analyzing the contradictory relationships
and their systemic connections. This paper theoretically deconstructs the five characteristics of Chinese modernization into
five pairs of paradoxes: localized prosperity versus common prosperity, material civilization versus spiritual civilization,
human development versus nature conservation, domestic welfare versus international welfare, as well as current realities
versus developmental goals. Additionally, from a systems perspective, different aspects of Chinese modernization have a
hierarchical nested relationship. Temporally, modernization is a unique social transformation process, sharing common
characteristics of modernization in various countries, and possessing unique Chinese characteristics based on the country’s
specific conditions, such as its massive population. Therefore, from a spatio-temporal perspective, this paper proposes a
contradictory system structure of Chinese modernization.

The main theoretical contribution of this paper is the scholarly interpretation of the inner meaning of the contradictory
system in Chinese modernization. It builds an overall framework and clarifies logical pathways for grasping systemic
thinking as a method to coordinate various contradictory relations in modernization. It also provides theoretical support for
showcasing the contribution of Chinese wisdom to new forms of world civilization.

Key words: Chinese modernization; intrinsic logic; paradox view; system view
(REHRIE: HiELE)

[DOI]10.19654/j.cnki.cjwtyj.2024.03.002
(51 ERA S8KA. P EE L ) N FE B R T ——2 T 0 S W5 RGNS A i ()], W4 ) St
7%,2024(3) :19-28.

28



