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The Management Value of Literary March: A Hermeneutic Perspective

GONG Jian-gang', XIA Fei’

(1. School of Public Administration and Policy, Dalian University of Technology , Dalian 116023, China;
2. CIECC Overseas Consulting Co. , Ltd., Beijing 100048, China)

Summary: Teaching leadership courses through classic literary works is a major feature of James March. This is reflected
in his introduction of literary classics such as War and Peace and Don Quixote into the classrooms of business schools,
becoming an important basis for teaching leadership courses. This literary March is a significant legacy left by March to
modern management studies. For such a legacy, the academic community seems to have not given enough attention. Apart
from March himself, few scholars dare to combine literary classics with management research.

In order to promote March’s innovation, this paper analyzes the management connotation and significance of literary
March from the perspective of hermeneutics. The results show that although literary March does not meet the standards of
mainstream management and positivist paradigms, it is in line with the ideological spirit advocated by hermeneutics, an
important philosophical school, and can be said to be an extension of the hermeneutic lineage in modern management. On
the one hand, this extension fundamentally ensures the academic depth of literary March, and on the other hand, it also
opens up a new academic paradigm in management : an interpretive paradigm, providing a completely different academic
approach from mainstream management and its positivist paradigms. This is reflected in the following aspects. The
mainstream management research paradigm emphasizes the definition of concepts and the construction of theories, while the
interpretive paradigm focuses on interpreting classic literary works to gain insights into life, the world, and what leadership
is and it does not refer to the theoretical knowledge of mainstream management that mainly focuses on concepts and models,
but rather a practical wisdom.

Mainstream management emphasizes the distance between researchers and subjects, as well as logical reasoning
based on concepts, while the interpretive paradigm places greater emphasis on immersing oneself in textual situations,
interpreting and grasping the spiritual world behind the text as a whole through empathy, understanding, intuition, and other
means. Mainstream management emphasizes seeking propositional knowledge that can be clearly expressed, while the
interpretive paradigm values life wisdom that is difficult to accurately and fully express in language and writing. The
mainstream management studies pursue a scientific positioning, while the interpretive paradigm reflects a clear humanistic
and artistic nature.

Moreover, compared to mainstream management paradigms, the interpretive paradigm represented by literary March
can better address some major issues related to practice. Specifically, it can not only enhance people’s spiritual realm and
moral judgment abilities but also help them understand the complexity of the real world, thereby helping to resolve such
issues closely related to practice as fundamental goals, moral judgment, a fine line, and “unity of knowledge and action”,and
to solve the long-standing problem of disconnection between academic research and practice in mainstream management.

Key words: March; management; literature; hermeneutics; practical wisdom
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