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European Child Welfare Policies: Comparison and Lessons Learned

XTA Cong-ming, ZHANG Xiang-da

(School of Public Administration, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics, Dalian 116025,China)

Summary: In recent years, as China’s child welfare needs continue to escalate and new challenges need to be addressed,
it has become difficult for the current child welfare policy to adapt to the requirements of the new era, and it is imperative to
improve child welfare policies. From a global perspective, European countries have developed their child welfare policies
earlier, and have implemented policies that are compatible with their own socio-cultural backgrounds and welfare systems,
which are very important references for the improvement of China’ s child welfare policies. However, fewer studies have
analyzed the welfare system and social welfare policies, and the countries selected are not comprehensive enough.

Based on Esping - Andersen’ s theoretical framework of welfare system, this paper selects three typical European
countries : Britain, Germany and Sweden, and conducts an in-depth inquiry into the child welfare policies of different
countries with different welfare systems based on Gilbert s four-dimensional analytical framework of social welfare policies.
It is to find out the similarities and differences of their child welfare policies, so as to provide reference for the development
of China’ s child welfare policies, alleviate the low fertility rate and realize a balanced population growth. Against the
background of the “three - child policy”, we should vigorously develop moderate and universal child welfare, improve
economic, time and service policies, establish a mixed care system with the participation of diversified main bodies, and
broaden the financing channels for child welfare, in order to design a child welfare policy suitable for China’ s national
conditions, and open a “window of opportunity” for childbearing through the improvement of child welfare policies. The
“window of opportunity” for childbearing will be opened through improved child welfare policies, and the practical
difficulties between the demand for and supply of child welfare will be eliminated, so that children’ s well-being will be
enhanced, thus effectively resolving families” worries and increasing the child-bearing willingness.

This paper tries to expand existing studies in the following two aspects. On the one hand, unlike existing studies that
focus more on the connotation of child welfare or analyze the concept, model, policy evolution and experience of child
welfare in Europe, this paper analyzes the European child welfare policies in a multi-dimensional and panoramic way. On
the other hand, existing literature mostly focuses on the excavation of child welfare policies of individual welfare system
countries, and there is a lack of comparative research on child welfare policies of countries with different welfare systems,
which fails to highlight the characteristics of child welfare policies under different welfare systems, while this paper
combines the welfare system with the analytical framework of social welfare policies, and focuses on the child welfare
policies of the Britain, Germany and Sweden.

This paper reveals the convergence and divergence of child welfare policies in typical European countries under
different welfare systems, which not only provides lessons for China, but also is of great significance in constructing a child
welfare policy system that suits China’s national conditions, promotes children’s well-being, alleviates the status quo of low
fertility, and realizes a balanced population growth.

Key words: child welfare policy; welfare system; social welfare policy; European countries
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