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Thoughts on Building a Chinese Independent Knowledge System in
Industrial Economics: Exploratory Journey of Industrial Economics with
Chinese Characteristics and the Contribution of
Dongbei University of Finance and Economics

GUO Xiaodan, CHEN Changshi

(Center for Industrial and Business Organization, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: Against the backdrop of accelerating the construction of a Chinese Independent Knowledge System for
philosophy and social sciences, industrial economics needs to reaffirm its direction of knowledge production through the
practice of Chinese modernization and the construction of a modernized industrial system. As discussed here, a Chinese
Independent Knowledge System is neither a simple transplantation of Western industrial organization theory nor a natural
extension of traditional industrial economics. It is a conceptual, theoretical, and discursive system gradually formed on the
basis of China’s industrialization, marketization, high-quality development, and industrial governance practices, and in the
process of explaining such issues as industrial structure upgrading, firms’ competitive behavior, the evolution of industrial
policy, the construction of regulatory systems, the improvement of competition policy, digital-economy governance, and the
resilience and security of industrial and supply chains.

Taking its construction approaches as the central thread, this study reviews the formation of Western industrial
economics and its explanatory boundaries andexamines the exploratory journey of industrial economics with Chinese
characteristics from sectoral economic research and the formation of awareness of industrial issues to the introduction and
localized transformation of modern industrial organization theory, and then to systematic development and a conscious
orientation toward an independent knowledge system, It then discusses the disciplinary and practical contribution of
Dongbei University of Finance and Economics in this process. The study argues that Western industrial organization theory
provides important analytical tools for market structure, firm conduct, competitive performance, and government regulation,
but it cannot fully explain the compound mechanisms formed in China’ s super-large-scale market, complete industrial
system, government-market coordination, resilience and security of industrial and supply chains, platform-economy
governance, and green and low-carbon transition. In the new era, constructing an independent knowledge system for
industrial economics in China should take the construction of a modernized industrial system as the main thread, distill
signature concepts from Chinese practice, and develop original theories around such issues as government-market
coordination, industrial upgrading driven by the super-large-scale market, the complete industrial system and
industrial-chain resilience, and the reshaping of industrial organization by digital technologies and green and low-carbon
transition.

Key words: industrial economics; independent knowledge system; industrial organization theory; Dongbei University of

Finance and Economics
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