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Generative Artificial Intelligence-Driven Consumption Transformation:
The Dual Logic of Tool Empowerment and Objectified Consumption

DENG Yao', LI Yongjian®

(1. Faculty of Applied Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;
2. National Academy of Economic Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Summary: Drawing on tool empowerment theory and the theory of labor objectification, and combining literature review,
theoretical deduction, and scenario-based analysis, this paper constructs the dual-generation framework of intelligent
consumption and reveals the internal mechanisms through which generative Al drives consumption transformation. The
paper argues that intelligent consumption is not a linear extension of digital consumption, but a new consumption paradigm
in which the generation of consumption capabilities and the generation of consumption objects are mutually coupled.

On the one hand, tool empowerment systematically expands the boundaries of consumer capabilities through precise
demand identification, intelligent supply matching, immersive experience interaction, and collaborative decision support. It
enables consumers to transform vague aspirations into relatively clear, comparable, and executable consumption plans. On
the other hand, objectified consumption enables consumers to leverage generative Al to transform preferences, emotions,
and creative intentions into new types of consumption objects that can be perceived, used, experienced, disseminated, and
traded. This gives rise to such typical forms as preference objectification, emotion objectification, and creative-intention
objectification. As a result, the scope of consumption objects is extended from goods and standardized services to content,
plans, relationships, identities, and meanings.

Furthermore, tool empowerment and objectified consumption are not two separate stages, but two dimensions of the
same intelligent consumption process. Capability generation provides the conditions for object generation, while object
generation creates new demands for expression, judgment, and organization, thereby driving the continuous iteration of tool
capabilities, platform services, and consumption practices. The two dimensions form a positive cycle through technological
coupling, demand coupling, institutional coupling, and value coupling: generative Al capabilities and scenario data reinforce
each other; consumption demand and generative demand stimulate each other; data, property rights, and platform rules
jointly shape the order of object generation; and efficiency improvement and meaning creation together expand welfare gains
from intelligent consumption.

The paper further shows that the development of intelligent consumption still faces several constraints, including
unequal tool supply, lagging institutional rules, differentiation in subject capabilities, insufficient scenario transformation,
and imbalanced value distribution. To promote the high-quality development of intelligent consumption, it is necessary to
consolidate intelligent infrastructure, improve data property rights and governance systems, enhance public Al literacy,
cultivate diversified scenario ecosystems, and strengthen collaborative platform governance.

Key words: intelligent consumption; consumption transformation; generative artificial intelligence; tool empowerment;

objectified consumption; consumption quality improvement and upgrading
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