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Thoughts on Building a Chinese Independent Knowledge System in the
History of Economic Thought: Exploratory Journey of
the History of Economic Thought with Chinese Characteristics and
the Contribution of Dongbei University of Finance and Economics

ZHAO Lei

(School of Economics, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: As discussed here, the independent knowledge system for the history of economic thought in China is not
limited to the narrow subfield of Chinese economic thought. It denotes the foundational unfolding of China’s independent
knowledge system in economics along the dimension of intellectual history. Taking its construction as the central thread,
this article treats the history of Chinese economic thought, and the history of foreign economic thought as internally
connected fields. It examines disciplinary development, the exploratory journey with Chinese characteristics, approaches to
construction in the new era, and the contribution of Dongbei University of Finance and Economics.

The study argues that the history of economic thought is endogenous to the formation of political economy and modern
economics. Although once marginalized as mainstream economics became increasingly formalized and model-oriented, it
has preserved source-providing, reflective, and bridging functions by tracing conceptual origins, revealing theoretical
boundaries, and connecting different intellectual resources. In China, the modern discipline underwent disciplinary
germination from the late Qing period to 1949, the establishment of a Marxist methodological framework and disciplinary
restructuring from 1949 to 1978, and recovery, reconstruction, and the gradual formation of an overall pattern after reform
and opening up. Before the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the three subfields had developed in
parallel, but their systematic coordination still needed to be strengthened.

In the new era, building a Chinese independent knowledge system in the history of economic thought requires
upholding the “Two Integrations”, promoting the shift of the three subfields from parallel division of labor to systematic
coordination, and establishing a continuous “terminology-theory-system” transformation mechanism. The academic
accumulation of Dongbei University of Finance and Economics shows that universities can transform traditional Chinese
cultural resources, useful foreign scholarly resources, and practical problems arising from China’s development into modern
conceptual expressions, theoretical questions, and systematic forms of knowledge through the excavation of traditional
economic thought, comparative assessment of foreign theories, reflection on methodology, and development of curricula,
textbooks, research platforms, and scholarly communities. Accordingly, constructing this knowledge system supports
Chinese economics in elevating Chinese experience into Chinese theory and forming conceptual, theoretical, and discursive
systems marked by subjectivity, academic rigor, and international intelligibility.

Key words: history of economic thought; Chinese independent knowledge system in economics; knowledge production;

“the Two Integrations” ; economic methodology ; Dongbei University of Finance and Economics
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