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The Connotation, Realistic Examination and Practical Pathways of
Industrial Chain Modernization

SHENG Chaoxun, ZHOU Haichuan, XUE Zehua
(Xi Jinping Thought on Economy Study Center, Beijing 100038, China)

Summary: General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important remarks on industrial chain modernization cover aspects such as goal
attainment, industrial structure optimization, scientific and technological innovation, industrial and supply chain upgrading,
institutional mechanism reform, and the stability and smooth operation of industrial and supply chains. By reviewing
General Secretary Xi Jinping’ s important remarks on industrial chain modernization, this paper argues that the essence of
industrial chain modernization is to build industrial chains that are highly competitive, innovative, and value-added, as well
as self-supporting, secure, stable, efficient, open, and inclusive. Its fundamental approach lies in the deep integration of
scientific and technological innovation with industrial innovation, while its fundamental basis rests on strengthening
industrial basic capabilities. It aims to produce products with high technological content and high added value, and to make
industrial chains more self-supporting, risk-resilient, and internationally competitive by deepening supply-side structural
reforms, fully leveraging the principal role of enterprises and entrepreneurs, implementing high-quality development
initiatives for key manufacturing industrial chains, guiding efficient collaboration between regional innovation chains and
industrial chains as well as their rational and orderly cross-border distribution, and promoting the filling of gaps in industrial
chains in weak sectors, the extension of industrial chains in leading sectors, the upgrading of industrial chains in traditional
sectors, and the establishment of industrial chains in emerging sectors.

China has achieved significant results in industrial chain modernization, as evidenced by the continuous improvement
of scientific and technological innovation capabilities, notable progress in the advancement of the industrial foundation, the
occupation of high-end segments of global value chains by certain industrial chains, the accelerated integration of industrial
chains, the coordinated and orderly development of industrial chains, and the growing resilience of industrial and supply
chains. However, advancing industrial chain modernization also faces challenges, including the need to make core segments
more self-supporting and risk-resilient, persistent bottlenecks in key areas of industrial infrastructure advancement, path
dependence that slows movement of industrial chains toward high-end segments of the value chain, insufficient integration
between innovation and industrial chains, room for improvement in industrial chain collaboration mechanisms, and the need
to further enhance industrial chain resilience.

During the 15th Five-Year Plan period, efforts should be made to strengthen research and development of key generic
technologies for industrial chains to make industrial chains more self-supporting and risk-resilient; strengthen domestic
substitution and standard-setting leadership across the entire chain to solidify the industrial foundation; promote
high-quality development of key industrial chains to consolidate their position in high-end segments of the value chain;
foster a virtuous cycle of “science and technology—industry—talent” to deepen the integration of innovation and industrial
chains; enhance the domestic embeddedness of key industrial chain segments to promote efficient collaboration of industrial
chains; and maintain the stability of the global industrial and supply chain system while focusing on enhancing industrial
chain resilience.

Key words: industrial chain modernization; integration of innovation and industrial chains; industrial and supply chain
(RfE4HIE: HIELE)
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