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The China-US Intellectual Property rights Game and China’s
Construction of Intellectual Property Systems

WANG Zhe', LONG Yun-tao®

(1. School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Summary: The creation and effective utilization of knowledge is the foundation of national capacity, particularly in
contemporary society where the knowledge economy places unprecedented emphasis on knowledge. Contemporary scholars
explain the reasons for the "rise of the Western world" from the perspective of economic history. The core consensus is that
efficient economic organization is the key to economic growth, and the development of the property rights system in
Western Europe is the reason for the rise of the Western world. However, the existing literature on China—-US relations
rarely provides game ideas and strategic thinking from the perspective of intellectual property rights, especially lacking
traceability research on the historical evolution and politicization evolution of the intellectual property rights systems
between China and the United States.

This study sorts out the historical context of knowledge as a "property rights system" in detail, focuses on the analysis
perspective of the strategic game between China and the United States, and makes a comparative study and a historical
event analysis of the evolution process and internal causes of intellectual property rights system in the modernization
process of the global economic system. It is found that intellectual property right is essentially the consensus of human
society on the market value of knowledge and its exchange and sharing rules. In modern history since the Industrial
Revolution, the establishment of the intellectual property rights system has become a domestic public policy tool for
the first movers to protect the creative power of individuals, stimulate the vitality of the market economy, and boost the
development of science and technology. In contemporary times, the institutional logic of intellectual property rights has
evolved from a domestic policy to an international political arrangement and integrated into the competition strategy of
relevant countries to maintain their technological hegemony, build trade barriers, and maintain long—term competitiveness.
The contemporary phenomenon of alienation of intellectual property rights has generated high costs on a global scale. The
world’s political and economic development is facing a high degree of imbalance, uncertainty, and complexity, and
knowledge and its institutional arrangements will more frequently affect the strategic pattern of China—US relations.

Compared with the previous literature, this paper finds that the issue of intellectual property rights has always been
the inevitable core agenda in the game of China-US relations since the reform and opening up. In the context of
globalization, Western countries, led by the United States, have creatively weaponized intellectual property rights as a
means of addressing international political issues and constructed the asymmetric interdependence advantage with
intellectual property rights as a weapon. It imposes high costs on the global governance system. In the complex game of
China-US relations in the new era, interdependence based on intellectual property rights has become an important
cornerstone for achieving the strategic security balance between the two countries. This paper puts forward innovative paths
for China to better play the role of intellectual property rights in the China—US relations strategy. That is to deepen the
study of and effectively deal with the asymmetric game role of intellectual property rights in China—US relations, attach
great importance to the role of intellectual property rights in the China—-US strategic security balance, and implement the
national strategy of intellectual property rights in the global governance game.

Key words: intellectual property rights systems; China—US Relations; game; global governance; comparative study;

historical event analysis
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