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Chinese Modernization With the Development of Digital Economy

ZHOU Wen, SHI Xuan-ling

(Institute of Marxism,Fudan University, Shanghai 200433,China)

Summary: Digital economy is a new economic form after the agricultural and industrial economies, which is also regarded
as the key to the ‘fourth industrial revolution’. The formation and development of the path to Chinese modernization in the
digital economy era is inseparable from the development of digital economy. In the era of digital economy, only by
integrating the development of digital economy into the framework of the path to Chinese modernization can we deeply grasp
the breakthrough and transcendence of the path to Chinese modernization over the Western capitalist modernization, as well
as its significance in promoting the change of global governance system. This article attempts to explore features and
internal logic of the development of digital economy promoting Chinese modernization from the perspective of Marxist
political economy, and proposes the development methods of digital economy in the process of Chinese modernization.

The path to Chinese modernization is inextricably linked to the development of digital economy. Historically speaking,
digital economy is the key force driving the development of Chinese modernization. In terms of productivity, the
transformation of digital technology promotes the development of socialized mass production and triggers the transformation
of social production and reproduction. In terms of production relations, the development of digital economy leads to changes
in production relations. Besides, the development of digital economy is a breakthrough to transcend Western modernization.
From the perspective of Marxist political economy, characteristics of Chinese modernization in the era of digital economy
are analyzed as follows. First, the innovation-driven digital economy promotes the coordination of material civilization and
spiritual civilization, solving problems of urban -rural gap and regional gap, and enhances the coordination of Chinese
modernization. Second, the systemic concept of digital economy contributes to the systemic nature of Chinese
modernization, creating a new road to comprehensively promote the coordinated development of material civilization,
political civilization, spiritual civilization, social civilization and ecological civilization. Third, the humanistic logic of
digital economy promotes the uniqueness of Chinese modernization. The humanistic logic determines that common
prosperity is an important feature of Chinese modernization and a fundamental attribute that is different from the Western
modernization. Fourth, the institutional guarantee of digital economy reveals the superiority of Chinese modernization.
Adhering to the CPC’s leadership is the fundamental guarantee to embody the socialist attribute in the development of
digital economy and the fundamental source of the superiority of the path to Chinese modernization. Fifth, the peaceful
development of digital economy overcomes the logic of ‘a strong power being bound to seek hegemony’ and zero-sum game
in western modernization, which is essential for improving global governance system. Finally, if we want the development of
digital economy benefits Chinese modernization, we need to secure a series of policies that balance protection and sharing of
data, take into account fairness and vitality of the market, and integrate security and development of digital economy.

Key words: Chinese modernization; digital economy; the path to Western modernization
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