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What’s the Impact of Education on Personal Income Distribution?
An Analytical Perspective of Ideological History

CHEN Jie', ZHANG Feng-lin®

(1.The Experimental School, The Open University of China, Beijing 100081, China;
2.School of Economics, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Abstract: The impact of education on the level of personal income and its distribution pattern is a major issue that has
been concerned by the economic field. The classical school and neoclassical school initially revealed the causal relevance
between investment in education and personal income. The human capital theory in the middle and late 20th century
systematically completed the theoretical construction of the decision mechanism of educational investment on personal
income and the influence mechanism of educational investment on personal income distribution. Contemporary Western
economists have put forward some theoretical questions, revisions and additions to the mainstr eam human capital analysis
paradigm, and carried out extensive empirical research, forming diversified study results. This paper systematically
studies the evolution of the ideological development in this field, tries to clarify the main theoretical disputes and track the
latest research progress. It analyzes the impact of education on the distribution of personal income in a more
comprehensive way, and then scientifically explores how to optimize the development of education to promote a more
balanced personal income distribution, so as to accelerate the realization of common prosperity for all.

Key words: investment in education; personal income distribution; human capital; common prosperity

(REHE: ) )

[DO1]10.19654/j.cnki.cjwtyj.2023.02.003
[ 51 2 IBRGE , sk KUK, 0 XA AR BB A (BRI 7 ———Fp AR L g BTl fa (T ], 2 [ it
7%,2023(2) :25-38.

38



