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Research on the Impact and Law of Digital Embeddedness on the
Employment Quality of Migrant Workers

ZHAO Jian-guo, REN Guan-yu, WANG Jing-jing

(School of Public Administration, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: Digital transformation is quickly extending from the economic sector to the employment sector in recent years
due to the rapid growth of the digital economy and the widespread and multi-faceted embedding of digital technology. The
digital embeddedness in the employment sector will improve the information capital and employment quality of migrant
workers. The existing literature, however, focuses more on the macro-level effects of the expansion of the digital economy or
the use of digital technology on the objective indicators of job quality, Micro-level research is rather uncommon, and there is
a no thorough measurement of the subjective and objective employment quality of migrant workers.

Based on the 2018 China Family Panel Survey (CFPS) data, this paper built an OLS model to analyze the impact of digital
embeddedness on the employment quality of migrant workers. The research results show that digital embeddedness can
significantly improve the subjective and objective employment quality of migrant workers. To be more specific, the impact of
digital embeddedness on the objective employment quality of migrant workers presents a linear rising trend, while the impact on
the subjective employment quality of migrant workers presents an inverted ‘U-shaped’ trend. In addition, the impact of digital
embeddedness on the employment quality of migrant workers has obvious heterogeneity characteristics: digital embeddedness has
a more significant effect on improving the objective employment quality of women, the new generation and employed migrant
workers, while it has a more significant effect on enhancing the objective employment quality of men, the new generation and
employed migrant workers. For migrant workers to achieve high - quality employment, the following suggestions were proposed:
stepping up digital infrastructure construction in rural areas, facilitating the ‘speed increase and fee reduction’  reform,
galvanizing the joint efforts to develop training, and creating a digital employment service platform that focuses on key groups.

The contribution of this paper is threefold. In order to provide a thorough index of digital embeddedness, this article
first chooses pertinent variables based on human capital and social capital. It next examines how digital embeddedness
affects the employment quality of migrant workers, offering a new perspective for the research on the influencing factors of
migrant workers’ employment quality. Second, the employment quality of migrant workers is further divided into
subjective employment quality and objective employment quality, and the entropy weight assignment method is used to
measure it. This allows for a thorough examination of the influence of digital embeddedness on the employment quality of
migrant workers. Third, this paper studies the impact of digital embeddedness on the employment quality of migrant workers
based on quantile regression. A thorough discussion of how the variability of digital embeddedness affects the employment
quality of migrant workers is also provided.

Key words: digital embeddedness; employment quality of migrant workers; subjective employment quality of migrant

workers; objective employment quality of migrant workers; quantile regression
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