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Digital Economy Empowers Rural Revitalization:
Influencing Mechanisms and Spatial Effects

MENG Wei-fu' , ZHANG Gao-ming' , ZHAO Feng-yang’

(1.School of Finance, Hebei University of Economics and Business, Shijiazhuang 050051, China;
2.College of Economics and Management, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The development of digital economy has provided a powerful new driving force for rural revitalization, which
is of great significance for accelerating the modernization of rural agriculture. This paper selects the data of 30 provinces
from 2011 to 2020, constructs digital economy indicators and rural revitalization indicators, and uses two-way fixed
effects model and spatial econometric model to test the mechanism and spatial spillover effect of digital economy on rural
revitalization and development. The results show that digital economy promotes rural revitalization, and this conclusion is
still valid after the endogeneity analysis and robustness test of digital economy with one-stage lag and two-stage lag, and
after sample transformation. In terms of transmission mechanism, scientific and technological innovation, rural
entrepreneurial activity and consumption upgrading are important mechanisms for digital economy to promote rural
revitalization. Heterogeneity analysis shows that digital economy in central and western regions is more effective in
promoting rural revitalization than in eastern regions. The spatial effect shows that digital economy development and rural
revitalization have significant spatial spillover characteristics. The research of this paper provides an important empirical
evidence and decision-making basis for accelerating the digital economy to promote the rural revitalization.

Key words: rural revitalization; digital economy; scientific and technological innovation; rural entrepreneurship;

consumption upgrading
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