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Thoughts on Building a Chinese Independent Knowledge System
in Public Finance: Exploratory Journey of Public Finance
with Chinese Characteristics and the Contribution of
Dongbei University of Finance and Economics

WANG Weitong', CUI Huiyu®, GU Cheng’

(1. School of Economics, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China;
2. School of Public Finance and Taxation, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: Constructing an independent knowledge system for Chinese philosophy and social sciences is a major
theoretical proposition for advancing the prosperity of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics in the
new era, and an inherent requirement for enhancing the subjectivity, originality, and explanatory power of Chinese
scholarship.

The main conclusions are as follows. First, the history of theoretical exploration grounded in China’s fiscal practices
shows that the key to developing a theoretical framework with both autonomy and explanatory power lies in maintaining a
problem—oriented approach, fostering theoretical innovation, integrating history with theory, and unifying knowledge with
action. Second, the public finance discipline at Dongbei University of Finance and Economics has long cultivated fields
such as foundational fiscal theory, fiscal history, taxation theory, urban public finance, intergovernmental fiscal relations,
and the modern fiscal system. It has produced a series of distinctive achievements, including the systematic interpretation of
the state distribution theory, the compensatory function of taxation, socialist urban public finance, and the inclusive fiscal
system. These contributions provide important theoretical support and disciplinary experience for building China’ s
independent knowledge system of public finance.

Compared with existing studies, this paper makes the following contributions. First, taking the development of
Chinese public finance since the founding of the People’s Republic of China as its main thread, this paper systematically
reviews the exploratory journey of public finance with Chinese characteristics and the pathways through which an
independent knowledge system of public finance has been constructed in China. It focuses on distilling the landmark
contributions of Dongbei University of Finance and Economics in foundational fiscal theory, fiscal and tax reform research,
textbook and curriculum development, and talent training, and clarifies the theoretical value and practical significance of its
public finance discipline as an important case in building this knowledge system. Second, the paper further summarizes the
basic experience of building China’s independent knowledge system of public finance, and proposes possible future paths,
aiming to provide references for accelerating the formation of a public finance disciplinary system, academic system, and
discourse system with Chinese characteristics, style, and ethos.
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