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Thoughts on Building a Chinese Independent Knowledge System in
Economic Statistics: Exploratory Journey of Economic Statistics with
Chinese Characteristics and the Contribution of
Dongbei University of Finance and Economics

Chinese Economic Statistics Research Group
(Division of Statistics, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: Building a Chinese independent knowledge system in economic statistics must be guided by Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era and grounded in an in-depth study and implementation of
Xi Jinping’s Economic Thought. This is of fundamental and strategic significance for advancing a paradigm shift in Chinese
economics research.

This paper traces the theoretical origins and developmental trajectory of economic statistics from an international
perspective, offers a comprehensive review of the development of economic statistics in China since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, and focuses on the major achievements of economic statistics with Chinese Characteristics and
Chinese independent knowledge system in economic statistics in terms of disciplinary system and theoretical innovation,
revealing the internal logic of the continuous evolution of China’s economic statistics in response to national governance
needs and in adaptation to changes in the economic system. The paper highlights the key role of Dongbei University of
Finance and Economics in building disciplinary platforms, cultivating professional talent, compiling authoritative textbooks,
conducting academic research, serving the needs of government statistical practice, and enhancing international discourse
power, thereby presenting in full the development of economic statistics in China from absorption and adaptation to
independent innovation.

This paper points out that building Chinese independent knowledge system in economic statistics requires adherence
to the “Two Integrations” , a firm grounding in China’s realities and practices, and an inclusive approach to achievements
from both China and abroad. It also requires sustained innovation in statistical theory, accounting frameworks, and
measurement methods in response to emerging issues such as the digital economy, the green economy, and new quality
productive forces. By integrating historical review, theoretical interpretation, and institutional experience, this paper further
clarifies the academic foundation and practical path for constructing China’ s independent knowledge system of economic
statistics. As a major academic hub for economic statistics in China, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics has,
through its long-term explorations, concentratedly embodied the practical logic by which economic statistics in China has
moved from introduction and adaptation toward independent innovation in the development of its disciplinary, academic,
and discourse systems, providing representative university-based experience for building Chinese independent knowledge
system in economic statistics .

Key words: economic statistics; independent knowledge system; Dongbei University of Finance and Economics
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