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Effects of Land Rights Institution Reform in Chinese Modernization
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China; 2. College of Economics and Management, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Summary: The path to China’ s agricultural modernization is closely related to the reform of the agricultural land
Institution. From the establishment of the household responsibility system under the contract responsibility system, to the
new round of land rights confirmation, and then to the “separation of three rights” involving collective ownership of rural
land, household contracting rights, and farmers’ management rights, land rights reforms all affect various aspects of
farmers’ production and life, and have a profound impact on the transformation of China’s agricultural modernization. The
three articles selected for “A Special Column on Effects of Land Rights Institution Reform in Chinese Modernization” led
by professor Luo Bi-liang focus on the incentive effects of land rights on farmers’ fertility behavior, the influence of land
rights stability on the gender differences of migrant workers, and the behavioral economics significance of the impact of land
property rights stability on farmers’ path choice to urbanization. This special column analyzes the functions of land rights in
the transformation of China’ s agricultural and rural modernization, with the hope of further stimulating academic
enthusiasm and deepening research on rural land Institution.

In their article titled “Does Land Rights Stability Strengthen Farm Households’ Fertility Incentives: Quasi-Natural
Experimental Evidence From the Leizhou Peninsula”, Hong Wei-jie and Luo Bi-liang utilize farm household questionnaire
data and employ OLS and 2SLS methods to investigate this issue. The study reveals that farmers residing in ancestral land
exhibit lower birth incentives, and as the proportion of ancestral land in a village increases, the number of new members
within farm households decreases. In the article “Land Rights Stability, Informal Governance and Fender Differences
Among Migrant Farmers” by Meng Xiao-zhi and Xie Lin, the authors explore the role of clan informal organizations in rural
governance and its impact on gender-specific labor migration. Based on data from the 2014 and 2016 CLDS, Weng Yi-qing
and Hu Xin-yan’ s article titled “How Does the Stability of Land Rights Affect Farmers’ Choice to Move to Cities?”
analyzes the influence of land rights stability on farmers’ decisions to migrate to nearby cities using a two-way fixed model.
It contributes to a better understanding of the new urbanization development strategy based on the county economy.

Key words: land rights Institution; birth incentives; rural-urban migration; nearby urbanization
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