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Social Relationship Effect of Property Rights System:
A Micro Study on Social Communication Pattern of Farmers

GENG Peng-peng', LUO Bi-liang

(1. School of Economics and Management, Anhui Agricultural University, Hefei 230036, China;2. National School of
Agricultural Institution and Development, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Summary: Understanding the basic logic of social communication among farmers in China is an important foundation for
achieving good governance in rural areas. Land property rights are the core of rural political, economic, and cultural rights.
Land property rights” stability and safety are key elements that affect the quality of farmer’s life, being an important
institutional logic for farmers to maintain social communication in villages. However, existing literature on the internal
mechanism of social communication among farmers from the perspective of land property rights is extremely scarce,
especially the lack of in-depth research on the multidimensional communication pattern within villages.

Using the micro survey data of farmers from the China Labor-Force Dynamics Survey, this study adopts econometric
models to examine the impact of the stability and security of agricultural land property rights on social communication
relationships of farmers. Empirical research shows that farmers in villages where stability of land property rights is
insufficient have a higher frequency of communication within the family and friend circle, as well as in non-family and non-
friend circle. As the instability of land property rights intensifies, farmers will significantly strengthen the relationship
between family and non-family members in villages. Further study suggests that historical heritage with insufficient stability
of land property rights also stimulates farmers” human relations. In addition, the study finds that having family members
within the system and the number of adult males in the household are important factors affecting the competitiveness of
farmers in competition for land property rights, and have a functional substitute for farmers’ social communication within the
circle based on competition for land property rights. The closer distance a village is to the administrative center and the
legal protection of land property rights can promote the exclusivity of farmers’ land property rights, so as to weaken the
external social relationships built by farmers for maintaining exclusivity of land property rights.

Compared with previous literature, the innovations of this study lies in the following aspects. Firstly, from the
perspective of land property rights, it analyzes the internal logic of shaping social communication relationships among
farmers. Based on the analysis of the competitiveness and exclusivity of farmers’ land property rights, this study focuses on
essential differences in communication within farmers’ family and friends circle and non-family and non-friend circle to
reveal the logic and basic nature of communication activities among different groups within rural society. Secondly, Based
on the theory of property rights economics, this study explains the property rights logic and institutional roots of the
formation, survival, and evolution of the village form in China from the perspective of the land property rights system against
the background of collective ownership in China.

Key words: property rights system;stability of land property rights; social communication radius; communication frequen-
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