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New Concepts of Modern Confucian Merchants,
Chinese Management and Modernization

ZHANG Chuan-bing, FAN Qiao
(School of Economics, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Summary: Confucian merchants are a unique group of businessmen in China. Modern Confucian merchants are closely
related to Chinese management and Chinese modernization. It is a necessary proposition to study the influence of traditional
culture on the characteristic origin and practice route of Chinese modernization to reconstruct and examine the new concept
of modern Confucian merchants in three dimensions for the first time by using the deductive method, thereby analyzing the
Chinese management thought embodied in its connotation and deducing its deep relationship with Chinese modernization.

This study shows that the new concept of modern Confucian merchants is a combination of tradition, modernity, and
innovation. It is an important part of Chinese management thought and an important driving force for realizing Chinese
modernization. In tracing the historical evolution of the concept of Confucian merchants, this paper defines the era of their
birth and further explores the similarities and differences between ancient Confucian merchants, modern Confucian
merchants, and contemporary Confucian merchants. On the three-dimensional indicators of the decomposed new concept of
modern Confucian merchants, this study explores the necessity and importance of Confucianism, Confucian behavior, and
Confucian contemporaneity as the cornerstone of the new concept of modern Confucian merchants. Furthermore, it further
analyzes the Chinese management philosophy from the perspectives of Confucianism, Confucian behavior, and Confucian
contemporaneity. In terms of value guidance and material creation, modern Confucian merchants who practice the
Confucian concept have become an important driving force for the development and perfection of Chinese modernization.

Unlike previous studies, this study has made possible innovations in the following two aspects. Firstly, unlike previous
literature that used induction to briefly summarize the concept of Confucian merchants, this study, on the premise of
distinguishing the accurate meaning of Confucian merchants, constructs a new concept of modern Confucian merchants
using the deduction method for the first time by establishing three-dimensional coordinates, to determine whether
contemporary merchants are Confucian merchants. Secondly, based on the new concept of modern Confucian merchants,
this paper demonstrates that the three dimensions of the new concept of modern Confucian merchants represent the Chinese
management thought, and analyzes its relationship with Chinese modernization.

This study emphasizes the use of deductive methods to study traditional business ethics and concepts and emphasizes
a comparative analysis with Western management disciplines and modern Western paradigms. On the one hand, modern
Confucian merchants are the creators, practitioners, and beneficiaries of Chinese management, as well as the promoters and
participants of Chinese modernization. On the other hand, the new concept of modern Confucian merchants provides not
only a measure of the identity of merchants but also behavioral guidance for merchants on how to become modern Confucian
merchants.

Key words: Confucian merchants; modern Confucian merchants; Confucian merchants spirit; Chinese management
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