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The Transformation and Reshaping of Forms of Labor Distribution
in the Digital Economy Era: An Analysis Based on
Marxist Political Economy

ZHANG Tianjiao

(School of Marxism, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116081, China)

Summary: The accelerated evolution of new quality productive forces is driving profound transformation in the forms of
labor distribution. This transformation demonstrates the new characteristics of labor distribution relations in the era of the
digital economy. However, existing literature largely focuses on macro-level institutional construction or micro-level factor
income accounting, lacking a comprehensive framework that can systematically explain how new quality productive forces
reshape the labor distribution process in terms of internal structure, operational mechanisms, and specific forms.

This paper, from the perspective of Marxist political economy, applies historical materialism and the labor theory of
value, and systematically constructs a research framework that encompasses development trends, internal mechanisms,
practical dilemmas, and optimization strategies. This paper finds that new quality productive forces are reshaping the basis
of distribution with data elements and transforming distribution methods through algorithmic mechanisms, driving the forms
of labor distribution to exhibit four major development trends by digitalization of elements, flexibilization of mechanisms,
differentiation of structure, and ethicization of distribution. The underlying mechanism of this transformation lies in the
dialectical contradictory movement between productive forces and the relations of production, and is manifested as the
adaptive contradiction between new modes of value creation and the existing distribution system. Facing practical dilemmas
such as the failure of value assessment, monopoly of rule-making, imbalance of governance mechanisms, and the
disconnection between cultural ideals and practical implementation, it is urgent to construct a holistic optimization
strategies covering value assessment systems, legal frameworks, organizational forms, and ethical practice.

Compared with previous literature, this paper makes contributions in the following two aspects. First, it constructs a
systematic analytical framework covering development trends, internal mechanisms, practical dilemmas, and optimization
strategies, thereby expanding existing research on the relationship between new quality productive forces and labor
distribution from a holistic perspective. Second, it reveals the internal mechanisms of the evolution of forms of labor
distribution in the digital economy era. Specifically, it systematically explains how the qualitative leap in productive forces
determines the evolution of forms of labor distribution from the perspectives of the contradiction between value creation and
distribution, the transformation between productive forces and the distribution system, the new forms of data capital
accumulation and labor alienation, and the internal tension between technological ethics and human development,
attempting to address the insufficient analysis of internal mechanisms in existing research.

Key words: forms of labor distribution; data elements; algorithmic mechanisms; distributive justice
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