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Coordinating Development and Security: Classified Regulatory
Framework for Digital Economy and
Verification of the Platform Economy
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Summary: Existing studies mostly focus on a single regulatory concept and lack a systematic response to the core
characteristics of the digital economy, making it difficult to balance development and security, as well as innovation and
regulation. This leads to regulatory authorities often being trapped in the dilemma of either overly intervening to suppress
innovation or lagging in regulation to allow risks to proliferate.

This paper, based on the theory of industrial life cycle and the logic of regulatory information asymmetry governance,
constructs a two-dimensional classified regulatory framework for digital economy (CRFDE), dividing digital economy
business models into four governance quadrants and matching differentiated regulatory strategies. The emerging transparent
zone, represented by chips and semiconductors, features low maturity and high transparency, and adopts a forward-looking
cultivation regulatory approach that encourages technology adoption, improves infrastructure, and builds industry
consensus. The stable transparent zone covers industries such as telecommunications and computer manufacturing, which
have high maturity and high transparency, and implements an order-maintaining regulatory approach that involves
perfecting the rule system, unifying the standard system, and strengthening risk prevention and control. The innovation
sandbox zone includes fields such as artificial intelligence and data industries, which have low maturity and low
transparency, and adopts an inclusive and prudent regulatory model that involves establishing regulatory sandboxes, agile
dynamic regulation, and mid- and post-event supervision. The mature gray box zone, represented by the platform economy,
has high maturity and low transparency, and adopts a multi-party co-governance regulatory model that involves restricting
enterprise behavior, granting user rights, and implementing regular supervision.

To verify the applicability of the framework, this paper conducts a verification analysis using the evolution path of
platform economy regulation as a case. The platform economy has the characteristics of low maturity and low transparency
in its nascent and rapid development stages, corresponding to inclusive and prudent regulation. In the expansion stage, it
presents high maturity and low transparency characteristics, implementing special rectification measures. In the mature
transformation stage, it maintains high maturity and low transparency attributes, upgrading to regular regulation, and the
dynamic adjustment of regulatory strategies is highly consistent with the framework logic, confirming the practical value of
the framework.

Key words: digital economy regulation; classified regulation; industrial life cycle; regulatory information asymmetry;

platform economy governance
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