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A Bibliometric Analysis of Dynamics and Focuses of Healthcare
Resources Research
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(1. China Institute of Regulation Research, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China;
2. China Institute of Regulation and Public Policy Research, the New Type Key Think Tank of Zhejiang Province,
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Summary: In recent years, there has been a serious bias in the allocation of healthcare resources in China, making the
healthcare system operate inefficiently. The contradiction between people’s demand for high—quality healthcare resources
and the unbalanced allocation and inadequate supply of healthcare resources have become the main contradiction in the
healthcare field. The COVID-19 epidemic that broke out in early 2020 exposes the long—standing imbalance in the
allocation of healthcare resources in China, as evidenced by the lack of healthcare resources in primary healthcare
institutions hindering prevention and control efforts. The report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China and the 2023 Government Work Report emphasize the expansion of the availability of quality medical resources and
their balanced distribution among regions. China’s healthcare system reform and policy evolution exhibit distinct Chinese
characteristics, necessitating a more comprehensive and profound analysis of domestic healthcare resources research
findings. In view of this, it is of great theoretical and practical significance to apply quantitative and qualitative analysis
methods to examine in depth the research dynamics and focuses of domestic healthcare resources.

Based on the China Academic Journals Full-text Database, this paper uses the CSSCI journal literature on healthcare
resources from 1998—2023 as the research sample and employs the bibliometric analysis to sort out the current domestic
research dynamics on healthcare resources from the complex research network. First, Regarding healthcare resources
research, the years 2009, 2016, and 2021 have seen three theoretical research booms that closely align with the real
problems of economic and social development and national strategic planning. Second, Different stages of healthcare
resources research show characteristics that are compatible with the national economic, social, and institutional
environment. Third, In recent years, the themes of healthcare resources research have become more comprehensive and
the research methods have been enriched. There are four key areas for healthcare resources research: healthcare
resources allocation, healthcare resources utilization, effects of healthcare resources allocation and utilization, and the
system reform and policy recommendations.

Further, this paper adopts a qualitative analysis method to provide a detailed review of the focuses of healthcare
resources research, aiming to clarify the research lineage and gain insight into the frontier direction of healthcare resources
research. The main contributions are as follows. First, Through word frequency analysis and keyword co—occurrence
network analysis, it summarizes the temporal evolution characteristics, high—frequency keyword distribution, dynamics,
and focuses of healthcare resources research. Second, Four main research lines are sorted out from the complex research
network, and the internal logical relationships between different research focuses are revealed along the research lines.
Third, Through qualitative induction, analysis, and overview of representative research results, the key issues of
healthcare resources research are systematically analyzed, and the frontier directions worth exploring in the future are
identified, providing references for subsequent theoretical research and future policy formulation.

Key words: healthcare resources; healthcare resources allocation; healthcare resources utilization; healthcare

system reform
(REHE: i)

40



