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Thoughts on Building a Chinese Independent Knowledge System
in Open Economics: Exploratory Journey of Open Economics
with Chinese Characteristics and the Contribution of
Dongbei University of Finance and Economics

SHI Jinfang, SU Hang, LIU Yao

(College of International Economics and Trade, Donghei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: Building a Chinese independent knowledge system in open economics is not only an important proposition for
promoting the prosperity of philosophy and social sciences but also an inevitable choice to meet the practical needs of
Chinese modernization. This paper takes a dual perspective of the evolution of open economics disciplines and China’ s
practice, systematically reviewing the exploratory journey of open economics with Chinese characteristics.

In the new era, the ideas for building China’ s open economics have become increasingly clear. Institutional
opening-up is the logical starting point for building an independent knowledge system in open economics, and high-level
opening-up has become the core driver for the development of an open economy. Five basic theories have been formed:
dynamic competitive advantage theory, institutional opening-up theory, dual circulation mutual promotion theory, mutual
benefit and win-win opening-up theory, and empowering trade policy theory. The building process follows six principles:
adhering to the guidance of Marxism, the unity of theory and practice, the combination of independent innovation and
opening-up/inclusiveness, the coordination of development and security, the unity of populism and national responsibility,
and the unity of gradual opening-up and systematic coordination. Additionally, open economics needs to address four core
issues: growth and upgrading in open development, reform and institutional change in the process of opening-up, innovation
and competitive advantages in high-level opening-up, and coordinated development and security under open conditions.

Dongbei University of Finance and Economics has formed a distinctive research system around the Northeast Asian
regional economy, Japanese economy, transitional economy, and Russia’ s Central and Eastern European economy,
international investment and finance, as well as digital trade and global value chain. In terms of think tank construction, it
has four major think tanks including the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Research Center, Liaoning (Dalian) Free Trade
Zone Research Institute, and Northeast Asia Economic Research Institute. Multiple institutional innovation cases have been
adopted and promoted by the State Council and the Ministry of Commerce. In terms of academic conferences, Dongbei
University of Finance and Economics has continuously hosted high-level conferences such as the National University
International Trade Discipline Cooperation Group Meeting, International Investment Forum, and Service Economy and
Trade Forum, promoting academic exchanges and youth talent cultivation. In terms of textbook construction, a textbook
system has been formed with international economics and trade series textbooks as the main body and cross-border
e-commerce series textbooks as the expansion. Many textbooks have won national and provincial planning textbook honors.
Key words: open economics; independent knowledge system; institutional opening-up; new development pattern; Dongbei
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