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On the Theory of New Quality Productive Forces

LIU Shou-ying, HUANG Biao
(School of Economics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Summary: The proposition of new quality productive forces has rich theoretical sources and practical foundations.
Theoretically, new quality productive forces inherit and innovate upon Marx s theory of productive forces. Practically, they
embody the distilled and elevated essence of China’s socialist practice with Chinese characteristics. This paper, based on
Marx’ s theory of productive forces, provides a theoretical interpretation of the fundamental connotations, objectives, and
significance of new quality productive forces.

The new quality productive forces represent high-quality productive forces driven by science and technology,
characterized by innovation. The new quality productive forces involve the development of basic elements and their
optimized combinations, and they are supported by new quality production relations and more refined institutional
conditions. In terms of the objectives of developing new quality productive forces, firstly, it lays the foundation for building a
socialist modernized strong country. Secondly, it leads the fourth industrial revolution and the construction of a modern
industrial system. Lastly, it aims to better satisfy the people’s aspirations for a better life.

The theoretical significance of new quality productive forces can be summarized as follows. Firstly, they constitute an
important part of Xi Jinping’ s economic thought. Within Xi Jinping’s economic thought, the new development stage serves
as the practical basis, the new development philosophy as the guiding principle, the new pattern of development as the path
choice, and to comprehensively build a socialist modernized strong country is the fundamental goal. The proposition of new
quality productive forces provides impetus and traction for the construction of a modernized strong country, forming the
complete system of Xi Jinping’ s economic thought on building a modernized strong country, which consists of the “Four
News and One High” (new development stage, philosophy, pattern, as well as high-quality development). Secondly, new
quality productive forces represent an innovative development within Marx’ s theory of productive forces. They assign a
more dominant role to technological progress. They endow new connotations to the basic elements and their combinations
within productive forces. Moreover, new quality productive forces enrich the theory of new quality production relations.
Finally, new quality productive forces constitute a theoretical innovation in independent knowledge system of China’s
economics. They are a scientific summary of the successful practice of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era.
They are the theoretical consolidation based on a series of new theories and ideas, including the strategy of building a
leading country in science and technology, supply-side structural reform, modern industrial system, high-quality
development, new development concept, new development stage, and new development pattern. New quality productive
forces provide theoretical guidance for addressing significant practical issues.

Key words: new quality productive forces; Marx’s theory of productive forces; independent knowledge system of China’s

economics
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