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Big Data, Antimonopoly and Privacy Protection

FANG Yan

(China Institute of Regulation Research, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Summary: After entering the digital age, more and more activities have been digitized. Online connection, and digitization,
networking and intelligence of offline activities have become increasingly popular, and granular data generated by virtual
network space are booming. In the meantime, big data—driven antimonopoly and privacy protection issues have naturally
emerged, such as does the dataset mean competitive inhibition? Can privacy protection be used as a competitive dimension
in the era of big data to be included in the scope of competition policy? There are still controversies in the existing literature
about the antimonopoly supervision and privacy protection of data. Among them, the relationship between antimonopoly and
privacy protection in the context of big data is a valuable issue.

This article mainly conducts literature research from the perspective of two—sided digital platforms, and discusses the
antimonopoly and privacy protection policies in the context of big data. Based on the c refinement of relevant literature, we
try to gain insight into the net competition effect of data under different uses, so as to make a more objective and accurate
examination of the antimonopoly issues caused by data, and then objectively understand the data capabilities and prevent
the deification of data capabilities. The study finds that big data as a strategic resource may bring problems such as quality
deterioration, R&D obstruction, and privacy damage,while data as a factor of p commodity may facilitate competitive order
and improve welfare. The characteristics of public goods, and accelerated decline and heterogeneity of data value also
reduce data capabilities, and data capabilities are limited. Big data is a double—edged sword, and the key lies in the
i ntention of the person holding the sword and the specific economic and technical characteristics.

Compared with previous literature, this article systematically and clearly emphasizes two important points. Firstl, data
antimonopoly should be analyzed on a case-by-case basis, rather than on a one-size—fits—all approach. Secondly, privacy
protection may not be suitable for inclusion in the scope of antimonopoly, and it needs to be regulated with the help of
special system design.

The article has obvious policy value. Among them,the analysis of the multiple purposes of data and the various
competitive impacts derived from it are helpful to correct the one—sided interpretation of data monopoly by all walks of life,
and help competition enforcement agencies accurately deal with the Internet digital economy. The exploration of the
applicability of privacy protection to antimonopoly policy greatly avoids the erroneous idea of including privacy protection in
the scope of competition policy.

Key words: big data; two—sided platforms; antimonopoly and competition policies; privacy protection; competition effect
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