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Thoughts on Building a Chinese Independent Knowledge System
in Urban Economics: Exploratory Journey of Urban Economics
with Chinese Characteristics and the Contribution of
Dongbei University of Finance and Economics

WANG Yali
(School of Public Administration, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: The independent knowledge system of Chinese urban economics has been developed by drawing upon classic
global theories and summarizing China’ s practical experiences in urbanization. Grounded in the institutional context of
integrating an efficient market with a proactive government in China, it delves into theoretical inquiries concerning China’s
urban economic issues. Aiming to summarize the development of urban economics with Chinese characteristics, this paper
reviews the brief history of urban economics and the exploration process of urban economics with Chinese characteristics,
and analyzes the strategies for constructing an independent knowledge system within the discipline of Chinese urban
economics. As one of the pioneering institutions in urban economics research, Dongbei University of Finance and
Economics has made significant strides in exploring urban economics with Chinese characteristics, contributing certain
iconic concepts and original theoretical insights to the establishment of an independent knowledge system for the discipline.

The urbanization boom that emerged after China’ s reform and opening-up has attracted keen attention and deepened
research in the field of urban economics. From drawing on Western urban economics to intense debates on various issues
related to China’ s urbanization, from the introduction of urban economics courses in universities, the establishment of
related majors and the rise of professional academic organizations, to the production of numerous papers and books, Chinese
urban economics has achieved significant innovations. Different from the traditional economic research paradigm based on
the concept of time value, Chinese urban economics emphasizes the spatial value of economic operations and the impact of
spatial structure on value formation. lts research perspective is a meso-economic research method that integrates macro and
micro perspectives. Dongbei University of Finance and Economics has made significant contributions to the formation and
development of urban economics in China through disciplinary foundation building and theoretical system construction,
academic research and theoretical innovation, disciplinary platform development and academic leadership, as well as
national and local strategic services.

The high-quality urbanization process constitutes a vital component of China’s modernization drive, necessitating the
accelerated establishment of an independent knowledge system for Chinese urban economics. Through the concerted efforts
of theoretical scholars, a comprehensive theoretical system of Chinese urban economics that can fully elucidate China’s
urbanization path and lead global urban economic theory will ultimately emerge.

Key words: urban economics; independent knowledge system; Dongbei University of Finance and Economics
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