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Resource Dependency, Multi—-Area Cooperation, and Evolution of
Relationships Between Chinese—Foreign Cooperatively—Run Educational
Institutions: An Analysis Based on Network Evolutionary Game Model

ZHAO Ming-si

(School of Public Administration, Dongbei University of Finance and Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Summary: Chinese—foreign cooperation in running educational institutions is a practice for the internationalization of

education in China. However, it faces increasing challenges with the surge of anti-globalization, the intensification of
unilateralism and protectionism, and the frequent occurrence of local conflicts and turbulence. These issues seriously
affect the sustainability and stability of Chinese—foreign cooperatively—run educational institutions and become bottlenecks
that restrict further development of cooperation in running educational institutions. This paper explores the internal
mechanisms and laws of the evolution of relationships between Chinese—foreign cooperatively—run educational institutions
from the perspectives of resource dependency and multi-area cooperation.

This paper regards Chinese—foreign cooperation in running educational institutions as a typical example of
organizational cooperation and a behavior process, using relational networks to depict multi-dimensional and multi-domain
cooperation between organizations. Considering the scarcity and complementarity of resource dependency between
organizations, which can influence the initial willingness to cooperate and the formation of cooperative relationships between
organizations, this paper, in a network evolutionary game framework, first sets the parameters for the network evolutionary
game model and deduces the utility functions of Chinese—foreign cooperatively—run educational institutions as well as the
stable cooperative strategy determined by these utility functions. Then, through parameter simulations of evolutionary games,
this paper demonstrates the impact of resource dependency and multi—area cooperation on the formation and convergence of
stable strategies for Chinese—foreign cooperatively-run educational institutions. The degree of resource dependency
determines the speed at which educational institutions’ action strategies converge towards stable strategies, while
diversified cooperation structures increase the complexity of strategy evolution.

This paper makes marginal contributions in two aspects. On the one hand, it explores the micro mechanisms underlying
cooperation and conflict between Chinese—foreign cooperatively—run educational institutions, providing mathematical evidence
for the stability of cooperation in running educational institutions and expanding the research scope of the cooperation. On the
other hand, resource dependency is considered as a triggering condition and basis for partner selection in the cooperation, and
the impact of resource dependency on the stability of Chinese—foreign cooperatively—run educational institutions is examined,
clarifying the decision—-making logic for Chinese educational institutions in selecting foreign cooperative partners.

This research clarifies the underlying causes of conflicts and contradictions in Chinese—foreign cooperation in running
educational institutions and provides inspiration for partner selection, behavioral constraints on foreign educational
institutions, and maintenance of cooperative relationships based on the principle of contract governance. Additionally,
it offers relevant policy support for introducing high—quality educational resources from abroad and improving the
management of multi—area cooperation in Chinese—foreign cooperation in running educational institutions.

Key words: Chinese—foreign cooperation in running educational institutions; multi—area cooperation; network evolutionary

game; resource dependency
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