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Logic and Path of Effectively Upgrading and Appropriately Expanding
China’s Economic Output

CHAO Xiao-jing, WANG Can

(School of Economics & Management, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)

Summary: The report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China pointed out for the first time the
need to “effectively upgrade and appropriately expande China’s economic output” of the economy, which highlights the
unity of quantity and quality in economic development based on the new changes faced by China’s economic development
stage, development environment, and development conditions.

This paper elaborates on the theoretical logic of the relation between quantity and quality in economic development
from the perspective of the unity of quantity and quality, sorts out the practical logic of China’s economic development in
the past, and explores the path to effectively upgrade and appropriately expande China’s economic output. In terms of the
theoretical logic of quantity and quality in economic development, there is a dialectical unity between the two, which is
reflected in three dimensions of mutual representation, mutual feedback, and mutual transformation.This paper observes the
practice of China’s economic development. It is found that during the high-speed development, both the quantity and
quality of China’s economic development have been effectively improved, but the “positive feedback mechanism” of the
synergy between quantity and quality has not been realized. At the stage of decelerating development, both the quantity and
quality of China’s economic development face downward pressure, and the “negative feedback mechanism” of the synergy
between quantity and quality is gradually emerging. At the stage of transformation, macroeconomic policies face the
problem of diversified goals, exacerbating the difficulty of quantitative and qualitative transformation of economic
development.

Effectively upgrade and appropriately expande China’ s economic output in the future, it is necessary to optimize
macroeconomic policies and promote the development of quality and efficiency; deepen supply-side structural reform and
improve supply quality; improve distribution methods and enhance the quality of consumer demand; adhere to the principle
of “two unwavering principles” and improve the quality and competitiveness of micro market entities; as well as enhance
national capacity and accelerate the construction of a high-level socialist market economy system.The contributions of this
paper are as follows. At the theoretical level, this paper, based on the practical background of the economic transformation
stage, constructs an analytical framework of the unity of quantity and quality of economic development, and explores the
theoretical logic of the mutual representation, feedback, and transformation of quantity and quality of economic
development. At the practical level, this paper, based on a dynamic perspective of catching up with development and
transformation, analyzes the relation and evolutionary logic between the quantity and quality of China’ s economic
development at different stages of development.

Key words: effectively upgrade; appropriately expande economic output; synergistic evolution between quantity and quality
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